


“May T help you with something?”

“Yeah, T'm looking for a big,
powerful dirt bike. How mnch-is the
one over there with the tough
metalflake paint job?”

"That is a beauty, isn't it? It's
Kawasaki's biggest, fastest, most
powerful production motocrosser, Tt
wias even bigger last year, closer to
450ce, but they musta figured that

YOU CAN'T WIN €M ALL

the average guy just couldn’t handle
all that power. But dropping 50cc
hast't slowed this baby down any —
just made it casier to control, You
know who Brad Lackey 5T He rode
a bike like this and wen the 500
National Championship. It's vours
for about 81400,

“Great, All the latest suspension
on it, gas/oil Kayvabas moved up and

angled forward. Long forks. Can T

get green metalflake fenders toof”
"Nope. You'll have to do that

voursell, Those are tough plastic.”
“Plastic? Boy, I'll bet it's light,”

“Hi, remember me? T was o last
week and bought a Brad Lackey
Replica KX400, Well, 1 did EVEry-
thing vou said and made sure

T
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evervthing was tight — nuts, bolts,
spokes 'n’ all. 1 took it out to the
racetrack to get some practice —
boy, is it fast] — anyway, T had done
about ten easy laps when, going
throngh some esses, the bike just fell
out from nnder me, T looked at the
track and there weren't any holes or
rocks or anyvthing. Then I looked at
my new bike and I couldn't believe
it, all but one of the long spokes on
the front wheel were busted. My
buddy and I carried it back to the
pits and found out that the spokes
had unhooked themsehes from the
hub. I can’t Hgure out how they go
hack in. Is there some kinda
Euarantes . . o

So it goes,

It did ik tous; it could do it to you.

But that's just petty sniveling;
what really bummed us out was the
suspension, It looks good bt it isn't
what we've come to expect these
days, The [orks are built by Kavaha
te Kawasaki's specifications and this
means 188mm of travel. The 7.4
inches is in the “all right” category,
but the action isn’t. That became
apparent When riding through large
sections of whoopdies, Rebound was
too rapid and stability disappeared.
A change to 20-weight (from what
lowked like five-weight] made a
100-pereent improvement out in the
sand, but on the track the solution
wasn't so casv. There. at first, a
delinite jolt went up throngh the
bars to your shoulders, The oil
chanpge helped and most of the arm
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Lotsa grunt. But in the KX chassis. it'll
throw you from side . . .
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shock went away, but the ride isn't
what you'd call plush.

Out back are Kayaba nitrogen
shocks, apain built to Kawasaki's
specs, actnal axle travel is 180mm
i7.1 inches), and according to the
numbers, that's pretty good. But
despite all that  travel, it isnt
top-noteh,

There are five preload positions
available, hut even our heaviest
riders went for minimum preload,
All in all, we have to rate the
suspension as harsh, and feel that it'’s
as good as yvou're going to get it
without major changes, since spring
rates and positions seem right-on,

Those suspension  inadequacies
show up in two other places — in the
handling and in the delivery of the

The KX where it handles best; it's near newtral in thea alr.
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The steering is precise and quick
when the power is on. When its off,
the front end will dig in unexpected-
Iy, put you into a whip, and trv to
spit you off. It happened to us more
times than we care lo remember.

In addition to that outstanding
handling characteristic, it feels as if
the rear of the frame and/or
swingarm flexes through high-speed
sweepers. The KX sort of wipghs
throngh the corners. Combine that
with the harsh suspension and
vouve ol a - bike thats full ‘of
surprizes when vou need them least,
You can multiply the twitch with
barge applications of the throttle. All
in all. our test riders describied the
handling as searey, and when you

get it reafly poing, iz unstable —
either accelerating or braking, After
it deals you a couple of bad hands,
vour confidence is destroyed.

There are saving graces, however,
mastly the power, The KX iz by no
means & slow  motoreyele. On
smooth ground, with good traction,
it'll stay side by side with an BM370
Suzook. Bul put it on a truck with
humpsk holes and jumps, and it’s
another story,

That power is genuinely usable,
tewn. Bottom end and mid-range are
like a CZ or Husky — except without
the punch on top (the punch you're
gonna need to get out of a comer
and whip past the guy in front of
Vo),

Our desert  dog-piloting  friend,

Mumber plates are commentaries. Originally we thought the bike would ba
found under first-timers, pig plate axperts. Then wa decided #72 was maora
appropriate; that's the year this bike would have been dyvnamite.
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John McCown, reports that his KX
makes dog food out of MX400
Yamahas up desert hills, and that
with his and KJ's weight, the
suspension is right-on. Becently he
macte 3 switch to Works Performance
shocks, though. John also has been
racing . regularly for eight months
without any mechanicals at all.
Back to the KX we had and the
motoeross  track, We  found it
difficult to keep it straight off the
line; something that'll tend to make
people move away from you at the
starting gate {or the second moto as
if vou were the feature actor in a bad
breath commercial. When vou hit
second gear the wheel is spinning =0
rapidly that it tries to pass up the
fromt end. This is especially true if

Kickstarter bends out when starting,
must be bent in again for riding.
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the traction is anvthing less than
perfect. Second gear starts are
definitely the hot setup.

Our KX shifted short and felt
good, but all those shifts had to be
deliberate. You either had to shut off
the throttle or use the clutch,
sometimes both.

Brakes are all right, again if the
traction is good-to-perfect, When it's
not, you've got to be on your toes.

And accompanying you down the
track is an annoying clanking from
the chain hitting the guide. It's hard
to convince yourself that there’s not
SOmMEOTE Coming up on you to pass.

HERE AND THERE

The bar/peg/seat relationship iz
very good. Evervone felt combortable
standing and sitting.

Fuel tank is longish and not too
wide: blends nicely into the seat.

Side number plates, air box and
fenders are made of decent plastic
and should hold up well to vibration
ﬂ.!ld E.!]'LLHI!.

Wheels are old-style D.I.ID)s, Very
gond, Mot so for the spokes. The
cause of the spoke problem is that
they bend nesarly 90 degrees where
they go through the hub, Also, they
are longer there than they need be
As vou tighten them, they gradually
unbend. They haven't stopped their
straightening process vet, nor have

Stock spokes In varylng degress of
stralghtaning.

we broken one.
twisting.
Japanese Dunlops are not the best
possible  choiee for Southern
California's tricky trax.
Every time you use the kickstarter,
the entire lever bends outward and

Lots of nipple

52

Check out trick holes in axla and shock mount; sheetmetal frame bracing
behind top mount is not trick.

pushes against the inside of your
calf. You can bend it hack in, but
it'll just be out there again the next
time you use it. ¥Yery annoying. At
least it has primary kickstart.

FINAL FEW GRUMNTS
The power is very respectable at
368.T7 hp but, due to the suspension,
track conditions must be smooth and
tacky for the KX's advantages to
show. Even then, vou'd have to be a
little strange to want to push « bike

that vou keeow has a mind of its own
and could spit vou off without a
moment’s notice,

All who rode It agreed right off
that it would make a good plavhbike,
because of the combination of
precize  steering  {usually), good
power and playbike-type suspension
and handling. But, for roughly the
same price; we can think of at least
one bike  that would make an
expellent plavbike while being very
competitive as well.
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KAWASAK] KX400

Priga:

fappras. retal, West Coast) — 21386
Engiea, (.- L Two-stroke, piston port
EXepedaEneet 407 ce
Bore and Stroke ... . . B2mim x TEeem
Comprassion Batier . 00050, U EE
Carburation. ., ..., oo Mikuni VM3IBSC

Stamclard. Jettirg:
Main: 142.5R, &ir; 0.5, Meadla:
GOHE4, MNeadle jot: PO, Slide
cutaway 2.5, Pilet: B0
Horsepower
Clemed 41 bhp at 8500 rpm,
Actual 38.7 st T rpm
TR e s s Wet. multi-disc
Primary Dreve:  Straight cut gears, 2.62:1
Tramarnission Raiias:

11 2.580:%

W B T

3 140

4 1.19:1

5 1.08:1
Final Driva:

LD s TM

18-tocth countershaft
dg-tooth rear sprocket

Alr Fleathon 50 S Oited fomm

S| | e T e S e R 1 B

EHERIIL 4l e vt @i n s Primary kick

Lubrication .. ... Pre-mix 3201 ratio
| Recommended Fual-. . ... o Fremiem
{ Recommendsd OF ... 0000 Torco 5
| Fuel Tenk Capacity: 9 liters (2,38 gallone)
f Frame ... 0.0 .0 Single downtube
| Suspanaion:

Frant:

Kawatsa telescopic forks,

18.8cm wawal |7.4 inchesg)
Aaar

Kevaba nitrdggen gas shocks,

1H.0em traval 17.1 inchea)

trmeasured at the rear axie)
Whesls and Spokes:

W3] G i ne o B BT B
3 e s i K e
e o - ehokdered steel spokes fEr)
Tires:

Fromi:
Danlop Sports SR G&panl
J.0EZY nylon
Riaar:
Dundop Sports Serior SA (Japant
4. 618 mylon
Crimanaioma:
Wheslhase. . ... 141.7cm (55.8 inches)

Swingarm Length 47, 2cm {188 inches)
Ground Clearamce. . Z3 0crm (9.0 inches)

Bars, Halght . ... 111 8cm (44,0 inches!
Bars, Width ., .. .. £9.0cm £35.1 inchas)
Pegs, Height ., . ... A2.0cm {126 inches)
Pegs; Width . o, .. 45.0em (177 inches
Seat Hesght . L, L. 86, 0em (33.5 inches)
Eark-Angle- . oo 21 dagrees claimed
Wieight:

Claimad 106kg (2337 pounds) doy;

actual 106.8kg 1235.7 pounds) dry;

44 percent on front; 56 percent on rear
Brakes:

Brhet 140x2Bmm conical drum
FRERETE, | o 15028 fll width drus
IMEEAITETIS s e s POEIENE
SHencer ... ., vi e Yes, MY onhy
ST BrTRRET: . e fone
') L s el I P
Paria Pripes:
R = i o L A s T R 42840
R o e R s e e O
5 1 R R
Brakapeddl . _ . oo IDED
£
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HAPPINESS IS...

having your awn supply of METRIC hex haad
bolts, nuts, machine screws and wathers, Chver
260 pieces of assoried metric hardware (135
pounds) ina sturdy parts box; 3mm thru 12mm
dia., lengths 1o 65mm. Spedially selected faor usa
by imported auto and cyele mechanics, butwith
encugh varisgty to il just about any need;. Chas-
irsy after parts is for errand bovs, Have yours
ready when naadad, §11.50 + %1 50 shipping.

OHIO METRICS, Dept. DBE252 , PO, Box 22,
Warren, Ohia 44482,

Fir lesd SArakg, A fo

BATES INDUSTRIES, INC.

PO Bax 240-DEXSZ
GEO West 18I Sl
Long Beach. Caliiornia Soa0|

Bales Laethers arechumbe: Gne by
cwer 4 o1 That's what a survay fer
Cyele magazine of 1na apfiual pur-
chasse mMede D':.' aeslectad {5 RLETE R |
e readers showad.

Why such ingalty and popuianity ¥
What's tha rsason profassional dnd
piagsura ricers alike spaecily Bales
Leathers—aried wart o et Satog when
"-h'-'-':.' might posgib Iy migke an netan
purcheee ol a lecqa: prand?

i the veasasn Bales Leathars sre
hetsl becausze 1r-E'3"rE' hand-sul and
custom tadkorea? 3% il theshgice of
auer 30 Solors of fop-grain eathar?
Isittha fac: wou can deshgn ol own
Leathars lor strpas, colars, pocxals
aod sa fonth?

Fertaos it 5 he unconproniising
quatity.of DR workmanship in a
worid that saams totackquatily these
days, Mayonit's berausetop profes-
sigral ricers in the workd — e who
Brow, ke Eary Misan Phil Boas, Yegn
DuHarel Qi Qlsen, Paul Smart, Dave
Abdana, Barry Sheens, Gary SeaH and
many ofrers—wasg: Batns Eeathers

Winalewer the reasons for Batas
supaTEarity, wWhi el desion-and aroer
agal tor yourseH ard fingd ot what'so
frrEny ol A Iready know . the joy
ol mening thevary bastol gametning!

Clu”.resc:al:alc-:_: containsal thein-
tarmation wou nesd, fou may ardar
hraugh your DESlEr ordiracl. Sales
Leethers ata aasy Lo afdesr by mnil
A% slidersin gome G0 differant coun-
iplaE around the weeshd oamn - o




