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lhe sporl of mawerass was born
m Evrope, a turther development of
rough scrambles competinon wihich
gois back about 50 years, With 1hal
kind of histary, |t is riot surprising thal
the Europsan riders and machines
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dorminated the warld championship
campetitian far many years, Grosvas
was the esarliest two stroke machine
to dominate the 250cc compelitian,
followed by Husgvarna, ©Z and
Muaico. There (he mattor rosted, with

the Spunish faciones nal interested
enough in'the rewards to give il a first
class effart

Then the Suzuks factory 10 Japan
decided they missed the presuge of
halding & word championship title,
singe they had withdrawn from Grand
Prix road racing, The decision was
made to-begin an all out assault on
the motocrass world champianship im
the 250cc class., 4 prototype model
was buill and tesied in Jagan, with
indifferant results. |1 soon became
obvious 1o the Japanesg engingeers
that thay dicl not know enaugh about
the. requirements of the competition
todaesign a winning machine. Accord-
ingly, the decision was made to hire
a top ranked European rider 1o Boad
up the development and tosting pro-
gram- The search was ended with the
Iring of Swadish nder Olle Pattarson,
and the rest is-history. After two years
of develgpment and tasting, including
competition in Europe, Suzuki hired
Belgians Joel Robert and Sybvain Ge-
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bBoers, mrd twia Cconsecutive

championships
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the Suzuki effort was closely maoni-
1aved by Yamaha, Kawasak: and gven
Honda, Yamaha hired four-timne waorid
champion Torsten Hallman last year
g5t in the development of their
GP machines. Mow along comes Ka-
wasak), following the samp proven
pattern by hiring Olle Petterson away
from Susuki, Petterson s 35 years
oid, and 1972 marks his 18th year
in matecross compention. Although
overshadowed by his Belgian team
mates on the Suzuki machines, Pet-
terson s still a fine nider.. who one
yaar finished second in the world
champonshp standmgs in the 250cc
class. But more mportant 15 his out-
starding atility to translate the molo
cross rider’s knowledge and exper-
ance into the design for a winning
machime, Suzuk will be the first 1o
admit that Pettersaon contributed more
to the design of their winming GP
BikeEs than any other aithvidual,

Kawasaks has ng pians to attampt
towvin awarld champienship this year
They know and Petterson certainky
knows they could ot accomphsh i
o malter how much HH:',' Spent.

10

1972 will be spent on'a concentrated
ProCpram da rIr':.'l'Ilu.- e WITnIreg ma-
ching 1o attempt to win 8 champion-
ship nest year; I all goes g5 planned
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they will be =earching for top ranked
European niders ta join Pettersaon on
the Kawasaki team for 1973, And if
Patierson himself wing the
championship, the factory will be Tully
satishod. His main responsbility 15 to
develop and test the prototypes until
the fingl design is the best possible.

The griginal plans of Kawasaki were
o begn the development pragram
naxt year, but then ane of the Suzuki
mechanics was hired by Kawasaki
Wihen hetald them that Fettarson had
not yel signed a contract for 1972,
Kawasaki decuded to proceed wilh
their plans this year if they could sign
Pefterson o & contract, His name 15
tops in Japan after his development
work for Suzuki, From the beginning,
it was the Amencan aperation of Ka-
wasaki which had been urging the
factory to jain the motlocross compet
tion. So it was that a representativg
i Houstan, Texas, telephonoad Faiter-
501 in Swweden, urging him not to.sign
with Suzuki until ‘ho had negotiated
with Kawasaki. The Llri:_]irlal pl'ﬂr‘l Was
for Petterson m fly to the factory in

never
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Japan 1o discuss 1erms, but this was
fater changed and ‘the contract was
completed a1 their European head-
quarters in Amsterdam, Halland.
From this point, prograsswas rapid
A prototype 250cc machine was
fiown 1o Amsterdam where Pettarson
picked it up at the beginning of
March. The engine 5 based on the
design of the production 250cc FB
which 15 sold in the Unied States.
However, the relationship s not vary
cloge even at thiz stage of develop-

meant. The motdcrass angine 15 & [s-

CYCLE GUIDE/JUNE 1972 81




1on pert design, instedd of rotary valve
a5 commaonly used an production ma-
chines up until now. The piston port
engine is specially wined to perfarm-
anca specifications, and aiready 1he
gafliost prototype will outperform the
praduction power plani. All other
1_._,:l|'||_1r1|||_,'||'.-;\I oin the motOcrosser ant
spocially designed for the machine;
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nane af thie pars ure standard pro-
duction #ems

The basic plan and schedule of Ka-
wacaki's ‘P Project’ (P stands for Pet-
werenn. of course) is o have Petterson
a5t the new tilke and make necessary
maodifications and comments, These

will bo farwarded Lo the factory, 12
he incorporated mlo a second Slage

protatype which will be rushed bacl
to Perterson in Holland. In the mean-
Lime
enlerad in & motoeross race in Bel
gium on March 19th providing Pet-

terson wis satisfied with his prograss

with the machine after only throeg
wonks of tosting. Admittadly
not much time, but Pelterson Was
optimistic sbaut their chances be-

rause he felt the onginal pratolype

was basically o well designad ma
chine.

The factory hoped 10 be able {0
send the second stage prolotype 1O
Pettaraan (n Europe by the ond of
April. He was to then begin testing
and modifying the new ke, working
toward the final design. Whan the
testing program is finished, the fac-
tory will go on a crash program 1o
build & GP bike with a completely naw

e first protoype was to be

{hat's

engine. It hopes 1o be able 10 daliver
thig machine to Potterson in Europe
in lime to contest the finzl 280cc GP
raunds beginning in August,

These are very optimistic plans, and
sueh a schodule would be unthinkable
in Europe, but we have seen fantastic
speed in develapment and prodoction
of machines in Japan hefore. They
have an outstanding ability to embarl
on a crash program, translating the
specificatons on the drawing hoard
ir110 the finlshed product . So confident
is Kawasakiof theirabiliny o complate
this schetule an time 1hat theay al
randy have plans to build a GP bike
af 400ce or higger, The tasting pro-
gram for the prototyps frames af this
bike is being conducted in the United
States at this tima,

EGrrnespeu.hcmlunsnrtdunatubinc:n
the 1rst stage molocrosser heing
tpsied by Petterson, With a bare and
stroke of 88mm = 68mm, the engme
has a capacity of 2A7ce. It develops
2B.4 hip ot 1,600 RPM, and 2 7B
kg/m of torque at 6,500 RPEM, The
carburntar s a 32mm diamaeter, and
the compression ftio is 7.9 10 1. The
five speed transmission has very close
ratios, which Potterson says will have
ta be changed. Some of his comments
After o few dovs of testing on the first
stage prolotype foll o

Ity true that the gearbox 5 100
clossly-staged, but the grealest probe
lar 5o far is the fact that the weight
hatance of the hike is too far forward
(i hard. sandy mces, the close rdabo
gearhow would be 2 great disadvan-
tage, 80 1T must be changed, but I'm
vory pleased with the gearbox per
farmiance otherwise. By the way. the
whole bilke s much belter than the
anginal Suzoki | had lo begin devel
i in 1968

|t's obwious. Lhough, that many
details must be attended to belore we
hape to start winning. For exam-
[ don't think the linning er the
is raugh enough for adequate
cooling, and there are too few fins
as well. The air cleaner is too small
so-dor the time being 1've had 1o 1ape
sround the filter 1o make a prowvisional
hox far the air cleaner, The Japaness
find [t hard 10 believo that the saddle
on a matocrass bike s of great impar-
tance. | had & ot of prokiems with
the Suzuk: perople before | could pes-
suade them to make a good saddie
and | stll had to reinforce it mysell
at thie end, |'ve done that for both
Jael Babiert and Sylvain Geboaers tao,
by the way. Now the same problem
COMBS WR g, Frist | getting sed
1o it By nowe.

“The gauge of both the ¢hain and
sprockets is too small. They have 1o
be stronger in order to be relinble, The
tank. has a nico shape, bul it's 100
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small alsa. The Grand Priz machine
will have to have a larger tank; sin
liters are not encugh under rough
conditians. Tha Trant farks and rear
shocks are very much like the Suzuki
works bBikes and na wonder. Both
factones buy their suspension compo-
nents from the same vendor, instead
of making them themselves

"Mt is wery difficult 1o makes any
[udgment of the engine-after anly a
few days of testing, but it seems to
have mica, amaoth pulling power from
the bottam up through the revs. A
lintle mare power throughout the RPEM
range and we will have somathing
very promising. Personally, | find this
encouraging after so shon a period.
The fenders are presently made of
aluminum, but thoy will hove to be
made of plastic in order to |ast. Ag
the bike 15 now, it weighs 88 kilo
grams (184 pounds) without petrol
and oil, Thisis roughly the same Tig-
ure as lor the Suzuki waorks bikes.™

Kawasak| has come up wilh
unigue answer to the problem of ma-
chanics, Instead of sending men over
from the factory, they hired Olle's
brother, Stig Fetierson, to serve as
the moechanic and also do doubla duty
as a test nider, as he 15 very sxper-
enced 1y metaaress, Mo has bean rid
ing for many years, consistently plac-
ing among the top 250cc Swodish
nders. Kawasaki feels that by gaining
his expenence asa mechanic and tesi
ndar. they have eliminated the neces-
sity of teaching mexpenenced meg-
chanics from Lhair own couniry 19
cope with the hectic life of a moto-

Thiz worm's eye woew (5 what you
might see if you had crashed and
ware fying on your back an the
course while Petterson ran avar
your tender body with his spikced
tires. If the situation werg
reversad, it probably wouldn’t
hather kim. Nete how fittle
glothing he woars on & snowy
day

cross rider in Furope, waith all the
traveling involved dunng tho season,
Stigg will ‘have an opporiunity to nde
the Kawasaki in the national cham
pionzhip in Japan, and if things go
wall enough, he might even get &
factary contract far 1973 In any
case hewill at Ieaulmntruue as Olle’s
mechanic. So the Kawasak: ballle to
challérige the niher faclofias in Mold-
eross s really incthe hands of the
Petterson family far naw

Olle Potterson 18 signed Lo race in
the first four Grand Prix mestings m
Spain, France, Holland and Czecho-
slovakia. It will be extremely inter-
esting 10 see whal he can do against
the bost riders in the world, oo a
prototype machine, No ong expects
him e dio well in the beginning, Nol
uritil he gets his final factory racer In
late summes will ha be rding compet.
itive machinzry. But then some of us
remember the Belgian 250cc GP in
1968, Olle had just signed his con-
tract with Suzuki and the world cham-
pionship serias had begun He rode
this' second GP on the new and un-
tried bike and did fantastically wall
He tied with Geboers for the winning
finishing order, with each of them
winning one moto, and the mme dif-
ference betwaeen them was a half sec-
ard in favor of Geboors, Petterson
never came closer on the Suzuki, but
maoyhe he ¢an come up with a Grand
Prix victary an the Kawasaki now. CG



